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INTRODUCTION

This lesson introduces students to a structured approach for analyzing visual sources.
Students will practice observational skills, evidence-based interpretation, and
guestioning technigues using the See, Think, Wonder strategy. This analytical
framework supports critical thinking and visual literacy skills.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e Students will be able to:

o

o

Remember: Identify key details in visual sources

Understand: Distinguish between observations and interpretations of visual
content

Apply: Implement the “See, Think, Wonder” strategy to analyze images
Analyze: Examine visual sources for historical context and perspective
Evaluate: Justify interpretations with specific visual evidence

Create: Formulate thoughtful questions based on visual analysis

MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

Selected images (photographs, artworks, cartoons, propaganda posters, etc.)
Printed copies of images or digital display capability

Student handouts with See, Think, Wonder prompts

Optional: Chart paper and markers for group work
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PROCEDURES

Vocabulary

e Visual analysis
Observation
Interpretation
Inference
Evidence

Anticipatory Set/Warm-Up (5-10 minutes)

Display an engaging image related to the unit content. Ask students to silently
observe the image for 30 seconds and jot down three details they notice. Have
students share their observations and discuss how different people notice different
things.

Lesson Procedure
Direct Instruction (10-15 minutes)
1. Introduce the See, Think, Wonder strategy:
e See: Making objective observations about what is visible in the image
e Think: Forming interpretations based on those observations
 Wonder: Generating questions that arise from the analysis
2. Model the process with a sample image, thinking aloud through each step
3. Emphasize the importance of separating observations from interpretations

Guided Practice (15-20 minutes)
1. Display a new image and distribute handouts

2. Guide students through each step of the process:
e See: Ask "What do you see? What details stand out?" (Collect observations only)
e Think: Ask "What do you think is going on? What makes you say that?" (Connect
observations to interpretations)
e Wonder: Ask "What does this make you wonder? What broader questions does this
image raise for you?" (Encourage deeper questioning)
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PROCEDURES (CONT.)

3. Record student responses where all can see them

Independent Practice (10-15 minutes)
1.Provide students with additional images (individually or in small groups)
2.Have students complete the See, Think, Wonder process independently
3.Circulate to provide support and feedback

Closure (5-10 minutes)
4.Have students share key insights from their analysis
5.Discuss how this strategy helps build critical thinking skills
6.Connect the visual analysis to broader unit themes or content

ASSESSMENT

Formative Assessment:
e Monitor student participation and responses during guided practice
¢ Review student handouts for depth of observation and interpretation

Summative Assessment:
e Completed “See, Think, Wonder” analysis sheets for assigned images
e Optional: Short reflection on what they learned from the visual analysis process

Success Criteria:
¢ Observations are detailed and objective
e Interpretations are supported by specific visual evidence
¢ Questions demonstrate thoughtful engagement with the image
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ASSESSMENT (CONT.)

Common Misconceptions
e Students may jump to interpretations before making careful observations
e Students might assume there is one "correct" interpretation of an image
e Students may struggle to connect their observations to broader historical context

Differentiation Strategies

Support Strategies:
e Provide sentence starters for each step of the process
* Use simpler images with fewer details for initial practice
e Pair students for collaborative analysis

Enrichment Strategies:
e Encourage comparison between multiple related images
e Have students research the historical context of their image
¢ Implement extension activities like Theme Mapping or Group Discussions

Extension Activities
1. Theme Mapping: Have students create a theme map that represents common
themes among the images.
2.Group Discussions: Organize small group discussions where students can share
their interpretations of each theme and how they relate to the images.
3.Create and Analyze: Have students create their own visual representations and
analyze them using the same process.

Attribution
This lesson plan is adapted from activities developed by Facing History & Ourselves.
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QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS?

Contact education@easternstate.org.

To learn more about the Eastern State Center for Justice Education,
please visit our website:

EASTERNSTATE.ORG
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