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INTRODUCTION & UNIT OVERVIEW

This 75-minute activity explores the historical through lines between the 13th
Amendment, incarceration, and prison labor including a case study analysis. Students
will explore the ethics of incarceration, reflecting on rehabilitation, labor practices,
prisoner wage and benefits, and workplace safety.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

 How does our perception of incarceration affect our understanding of justice?

¢ Do individuals who have made mistakes deserve second chances?

e How does incarceration impact families and communities beyond the
incarcerated individual?

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
e Identify and reflect on their perceptions of incarceration (Understanding)
e Explain the impact of incarceration on families and communities (Analyzing)
e Evaluate the concept of second chances in the context of justice (Evaluating)

MATERIALS

Digital platform (Padlet or similar) for gathering responses
Chart paper and markers
Video clips: "Growing up with an Incarcerated Parent" featuring Kennadi

Ted Lasso quote displayed visually
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KEY VOCABULARY

Incarceration

Justice

Second chances
Person-first language

PROCEDURES

Warm-Up: SEE Activity (10 minutes)
1.Display an image related to incarceration (prison, bars, etc.)

2. Quick Think Activity: See it, say it. Art is a form of expression or a type of
communication. | am going to show you a piece of art and we are going to figure out
what opinion the artist is sharing with us. What story are they telling with this work.

3. Show Art: | want you all to look at the art and write down the first thing you notice.
Okay, ready. Waterfall Response - if online have them drop it into the chat, if in person
have them share their word or put it on a post it and put it on the image projected.

4. Review responses as a class, organize for commonality

5. Have student volunteers summarize the consensus of responses

*Site the image and share the source with student.
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PROCEDURES (CONT.)

Main Activity: THINK (20 minutes)
1.Display Ted Lasso quote:

“l hope that either all of us, or none of us, are judged by the
actions of our weakest moments, but rather the strength we
show when and if we’re ever given a second chance.” -Ted Lasso

"I hope that either all of us or none of us are judged by the actions of our weakest
moments, but rather by the strength we show when and if we're ever given a second
chance." - Ted Lasso

https://youtube.com/shorts/cHzlIYRMffTM?si=rYVk8jDJ7TEYRbjR
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PROCEDURES (CONT.)

2. Direct students to:

e Rewrite this quote in their own words

e Post on chart paper: "Could individuals who have caused harm deserve a second
chance in America?”

e Have a conversation with your group and share the questions that come to your
mind. Examine your answers, this is usually not an easy answer, for many it is not
cut and dry, that is okay. Talk about not just the questions you may be wondering
but if you feel comfortable share a story/give an example of what made you
consider it in that way.

e Answer on chart paper: "Why are people sent to prison?"

e Answer on chart paper: "What does a 'prisoner' look like?"

3. Introduce and discuss the difference between terms "incarcerated person" vs.
"orisoner"

e Emphasize person-first language

e Discuss how language affects perception

e Review the following points:

o Focus on the person, not the crime

o Reduction of stigma

o Recognition of complex circumstances
o Promotion of empathy

Extension Activity: WONDER (20 minutes)
1.Pose the question: "How does incarceration affect families and communities?"
2.Before watching video:
o Have students complete a Think-Pair-Share with an elbow partner
o Ask: "How might incarceration impact the families of incarcerated individuals?"
3.Show video clips:

Growing up with an Incarcerated Parent
Background: Kennadi’s father, Keith Williams, went into prison on drug charges when she was
three years old. He was released in 2019. Kennadi speaks frankly about how she dealt with her

Who does incarceration impact?
Background: Impacts of Incarceration is a video series designed to educate, empower, and create

meaningful change by sharing the stories, wisdom, and resilience of people impacted by
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PROCEDURES (CONT.)

4. After watching video:
o Discuss: "What impact of incarceration struck you the most?"
o Discuss: "Who does incarceration impact?"

Closure (5 minutes)
1.Have students complete an exit ticket with one new understanding they gained
about incarceration
2.Preview how this connects to future discussions about justice and second chances

ASSESSMENTS

e Formative: Monitor student participation in discussions and quality of responses
on chart paper

e Summative: Exit ticket response showing depth of understanding about impacts of
incarceration

Differentiation
e Support Strategies
Pre-teach vocabulary
Provide sentence starters for written responses
Offer visual aids for key concepts
Allow for verbal instead of written responses for struggling writers

Enrichment Opportunities
e Research local programs supporting families of incarcerated individuals
e Create awareness materials about the impact of incarceration on families
e Compare different perspectives on rehabilitation vs. punishment

Common Misconceptions to Address
e That all incarcerated individuals are violent or dangerous
e That incarceration only affects the person who committed the crime
e That people who have been incarcerated cannot change or be rehabilitated
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NOTES TO EDUCATOR

e Be sensitive to the fact that some students may have personal connections to
incarceration

e Focus on humanizing language throughout the lesson

e Emphasize systems and structures rather than individual blame

e Video background: "Impacts of Incarceration is a video series designed to educate,
empower, and create meaningful change by sharing the stories, wisdom, and
resilience of people impacted by incarceration."

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND RELEVANT LINKS
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL JUSTICE LESSON

Media Resources

Video:
e "Growing up with an Incarcerated Parent" featuring Kennadi
e Suggested resource: Impacts of Incarceration video series

Television Shows:

e "Ted Lasso" (Apple TV+, 2020-present)

* Quote source: "l hope that either all of us or none of us are judged by the actions of
our weakest moments, but rather by the strength we show when and if we're ever
given a second chance."

e Apple TV+ series information: Ted Lasso

e https://youtube.com/shorts/cHzlYRMffTM?si=rYVk8jDJ7TEYRD]jR

Educational Resources
Digital Tools for Classroom Engagement:
e Padlet: Create a Padlet
e Alternative online platforms for student response collection:
o Mentimeter
o Jamboard
o PollEverywhere
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BIBLIOGRAPHY AND RELEVANT LINKS
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL JUSTICE LESSON

Justice Reform and Educational Resources
Person-First Language Resources:
e The Marshall Project: The Language Project
e The Urban Institute: People-First Language

Organizations with Educational Materials:
e The Prison Policy Initiative: Resources
e The Sentencing Project: Publications
e Learning for Justice (formerly Teaching Tolerance): Prison and Criminal Justice
System Resources

Support for Families Impacted by Incarceration:
¢ Sesame Street in Communities: Incarceration Resources
e Youth.gov: Children of Incarcerated Parents

Background on Impacts of Incarceration:
The Annie E. Casey Foundation: A Shared Sentence - The Devastating Toll of Parental
Incarceration on Kids, Families and Communities
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QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS?

Contact education@easternstate.org.

To learn more about the Eastern State Center for Justice Education,
please visit our website:

EASTERNSTATE.ORG
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