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INTRODUCTION & UNIT OVERVIEW

This lesson addresses challenges facing girls in juvenile detention centers, with special
attention to the disproportionate representation of girls of color (e.g., Latinx, African
American). Students will examine how adverse childhood experiences and trauma can
lead to involvement in the juvenile justice system. The lesson explores daily life in
detention facilities, including separation from families, interrupted education, and
risks of victimization. Students will gain understanding of the challenges facing
detained girls and analyze the U.S. approach to rehabilitation and punishment for this

population.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1.What background factors increase the risk of juvenile detention among girls?
2.What is the school-to-prison pipeline and how does it impact girls of color?
3.What unique challenges do girls face during detention?

4.How do detention experiences differ between girls and boys?

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to:

1.Summarize girls' experiences in juvenile detention centers

2.Compare and contrast juvenile detention experiences for girls versus boys

3.Analyze the risks associated with girls' detention in the juvenile justice system

4.Evaluate the role of trauma in girls' pathways to and experiences within the
juvenile justice system

5.Develop potential solutions to address issues within the juvenile justice system for
girls
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MATERIALS

e PBS NewsHour Photo Essay: Life inside a juvenile detention center for girls Juvenile

In | Justice
e Wright, M, & Ross, R. (2015). Girls in Justice. The Image of Justice.

e PBS Video: Spotlight on Juvenile Justice

e PBS Video: Criminal Justice System: Meet Rosa

e Girls and the Juvenile Justice System (OJJDP Policy Guidance)

e Let Her Learn: Stopping_School Pushout for Girls Involved in the Juvenile Justice
System

PROCEDURES

Warm-up (15 minutes)

Priming Activity: "Meet Rosa"
1.Begin by introducing the topic of girls in juvenile detention centers with a brief
overview of key statistics:
o The declining but still significant number of girls in detention
o The disproportionate representation of girls of color
o The prevalence of trauma histories among detained girls
2.Play the PBS video "Criminal Justice System: Meet Rosa" (4 minutes 50 seconds)
3.Have students complete a Lightning Summary[1] of their impressions:
o Students may choose written or verbal format
o Summaries should capture 3-5 main points from Rosa's story
o Encourage students to note emotional reactions and questions that arose
4. Allow 2-3 students to share their summaries with the class
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PROCEDURES (CONT.)

Main Activities
Building the Knowledge Base (45 minutes)
Annotated Bibliography Exercise
1.Divide students into small groups (3-4 students per group)
2.Assign each group 2-3 readings from the Materials section:
o PBS NewsHour Photo Essay
o Excerpts from "Girls in Justice"
o OJJDP Policy Guidance document
o "Let Her Learn" report sections
3.Provide students with an annotated bibliography template that includes:
o Full citation in an appropriate format
o Space for a 150-300 word summary
o Guiding questions about relevance: How does this source contribute to
understanding girls in detention?
o Guiding questions about accuracy: What evidence supports the claims made?
o Guiding questions about quality: Is the source reliable, current, and thorough?
4.Allow 30 minutes for reading and note-taking
5.In the remaining 15 minutes, have each group share one key insight from their
readings

Compare Juvenile Justice System for Girls and Boys (60 minutes)
Video Analysis and Comparison Activity
1.Before playing the video, provide students with a comparison chart with these
categories:
o Reasons for entering detention
o Daily experiences within facilities
o Staff interactions
o Available programming
o Mental health concerns
o Family connections
2.Play the PBS video "Cutline: Spotlight on Juvenile Justice" (56 min 49 seconds)
3.As students watch, they should complete their comparison charts noting
differences between girls' and boys' experiences
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PROCEDURES (CONT.)

4. After the video, facilitate a 10-minute discussion using these prompts:
e What surprised you most about the differences?
e How do trauma histories impact girls differently than boys?
e What gender-specific needs do girls have that may not be addressed?
¢ How might detention experiences affect long-term outcomes differently?

Taking a Position (45 minutes)
Solution Development Activity
1.Divide the class into four expert groups, each assigned to one of these issues:
o Trauma-informed care during periods of detention
o Reducing the school-to-prison pipeline for girls of color
o Risk factors among girls in juvenile detention
o Victimization risk during periods of detention
2.Each group receives additional background information on their assigned issue (10
minutes)
3.Groups brainstorm and develop a comprehensive solution to their assigned issue
(15 minutes)
o Solutions must address root causes
o Solutions should be realistic and implementable
o Students should consider resources needed and potential barriers
4.Each student writes their group's solution on a sticky note
5.Create a solution wall with four sections (one for each issue)
6.Students place their sticky notes in the appropriate section

7.Class examines the solutions and identifies common themes (10 minutes)
8.Address counterarguments (10 minutes):

o Each group selects one solution from another group
o They develop and present a counterargument
o The original solution creators respond to the counterargument
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PROCEDURES (CONT.)

Closure (10 minutes)

1.Lead a whole-class reflection using these prompts:
o What was the most important thing you learned about girls in detention?
o How has your understanding of the juvenile justice system changed?
o What questions do you still have?

2.Have students complete an exit ticket with one action they believe should be taken

to improve conditions for girls in detention
3.Preview connections to adult women's incarceration if this is part of a broader unit

ASSESSMENTS

Formative Assessment
e Quality of Lightning Summaries
¢ Completion and depth of annotated bibliography notes
e Participation in discussions
e Comparison chart completion and accuracy
Summative Assessment
e Solution development for issues facing girls in detention
e Written reflection comparing boys' and girls' experiences in juvenile detention (1-2
pages)
e Group presentation on a selected issue from the lesson with visual aid
e Policy recommendation letter addressed to a juvenile justice official
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COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS &
DIFFERENTIATION STRATEGIES

Common Misconceptions
e Girls commit the same types of offenses as boys

Detention facilities are designed with girls' needs in mind

Girls enter detention for primarily violent offenses

All girls have equal risk of entering juvenile detention

The juvenile justice system adequately addresses trauma histories

Differentiation Strategies
e Support

o

o

o

o

o

[e]

Provide graphic organizers for notetaking

Create vocabulary lists with key terms and definitions

Offer sentence starters for written reflections

Allow for verbal rather than written responses when appropriate
Pre-teach complex concepts before the lesson

Provide partially completed comparison charts for students who need
assistance

e Enrichment

o

[e]

o

[e]

Research international approaches to juvenile justice for girls

Analyze policy documents and develop reform recommendations
Interview professionals working in juvenile justice field (virtually)
Create informational materials to educate others about these issues
Develop a mini-research project on a specific aspect of girls' detention
Design an ideal trauma-informed detention facility
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COMMON CORE STANDARDS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information with other information in
print and digital texts.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.7: Integrate quantitative or technical analysis with
qualitative analysis in print and digital text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine central ideas of sources; provide accurate
summaries.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1/W.9-10.1: Write arguments with clear reasoning and relevant
evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1/SL.9-10.1: Engage effectively in collaborative discussions,
building on others' ideas.
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QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS?

Contact education@easternstate.org.

To learn more about the Eastern State Center for Justice Education,
please visit our website:

EASTERNSTATE.ORG
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