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DEFINING JUSTICE
LESSON PLAN

Unit Title:

Defining Justice

Grade Levels:
6th through 12th

Number of Class Periods:

One 60-minute period / Two 30-minute periods

Author:

Designed by the Eastern State Education Team, adapted from Justice
from the Inside Up: A Restorative Justice Education Facilitator's Manual
by Felix B. Rosado with Let's Circle Up.
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INTRODUCTION & UNIT OVERVIEW

This 60-minute activity requires students to actively interpret Lady Justice, a
symbolic statue designed to encapsulate the American criminal justice system and

then define Justice using a Frayer model.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

e How do symbols, like Lady Justice, represent the concept of justice?
e What is justice, and why is it important in society?

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e Interpret the meaning of justice through symbolism.
e Define Justice and clarify its meaning using a Frayer Model
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MATERIALS

e Printed image of Lady Justice (photo attached)
e Frayer Model graphic organizer

PROCEDURES

1. Warm up: Show students the quotes below and ask them to brainstorm terms
associated with the word justice. Display these words. (5-10 minutes)

"We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, ensure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.” -Preamble,
The Constitution of the United States

"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for
which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."-
Pledge of Allegiance

2. Next, ask students to engage in a close examination of the image of Lady Justice
(below). (10 minutes)

a. During the first part, the activity asks for simple observations about Lady
Justice. i.e. what is observable, what emotions does the image invoke, which of the
terms does it represent. Observations should take approximately five minutes.

b. Ask students: "In what ways does this image present a healthy view of justice?"
Answers can be anything, ranging from the precisely balanced scales to the statue
being that of a woman. This step should take approximately 5 minutes.

c. Now ask the inverse: "In what ways does this present an unhealthy or dangerous
view of justice?" Answers, again, can be anything like a woman being blindfolded,
the crown suggesting nobility, or the prominence of the sword compared to the
scales. This step should take approximately 5 minutes.
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PROCEDURES (CONT.)

3. Provide a definition of justice and ask students to individually complete the Frayer
Model graphic organizer. (15-20 minutes)

4. Ask students to share their graphic organizers with each other in small groups and
reflect on the responses. Students may revise theirs as they see fit. (7-10 minutes)

5. Review the graphic organizers as a whole group and ask students to reflect on their
interpretations of the Lady Justice image at the start of the class. (10 minutes)

Extension (which may come later in the unit): students will create a new symbol or
vision of justice based on their understanding of Justice in the United States. Students
may work individually or in small groups two or three. The symbols can be drawn,
painted, collaged, written, etc. Encourage creativity in interpretation and design.

¥ 4
= < Eastern State
V4

Center for
Justice Education



PROCEDURES (CONT.)

For the term listed below, read and highlight the keywords in the definition. From there,
cite characteristics of the term. What are some specific details about this term? Next,
give an example of this term. Where do we see this term in society? Finally, what is a
non-example? What is something that does NOT represent this term?

Definition

The principle of fairness and

moral rightness, ensuring o
individuals receive what they Characteristics

deserve.

Paraphrase:

Example Non-Example
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ASSESSMENTS

e Student interpretation of Lady Justice Image.
e Accuracy and completion of the Justice Frayer Model.

COMMON CORE STANDARDS

D2.Civ.2.6-8: Explain the significance of civic symbols, documents, and events.

D2.Civ.4.9-12: Explain how the US Constitution establishes a system of government
that has powers, responsibilities, and limits that have changed over time and that are
still contested.

D.2.Civ.12.9-12: Analyze how people use and challenge local, state, national, and
international laws to address a variety of public issues.

D2.Civ.2.9-12: Analyze the role of citizens in the U.S. political system, with a focus on
civic engagement and social justice initiatives.

D.Civ.12.9-12: Assess how laws and policies affect individuals and groups in society,
especially in terms of justice, equity, and fairness.

CCSS.ELA Literacy.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly

and persuasively.

CCSS.ELA Literacy.RI1.6-12.7: Integrate and Evaluate content presented in diverse
media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
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QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS?

Contact education@easternstate.org.

To learn more about the Eastern State Center for Justice Education,
please visit our website:

EASTERNSTATE.ORG
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